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RE-VISIONING CITIES:
Reclaiming Mumbai’s Public Spaces and the
Waterfronts

P K Das, Architect Activist, Mumbai
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RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACES
- MUMBAI’ S SEAFRONTS DEVELOPMENT
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A'colilmunity effort scripts a success story

THE development of the sen
frieit Wt Curter Roud sod Busdes
andstand s won inteenational
recogmition. wieh the receipt Of this
yust's sveund avstitistod by the Wi
ington-busedt Waserfroat Cemtre for
Waterfromt Devedopment Progeces
Selected mvoag cisies from all
over the world, the sward recognises
1he effores of an enloe commury
W relnieve s saterfrond foc the
i’

A Tow yoars sgo, the 4 5km
wirzsch of Ahe Handrs scafiont s
bitthe mmoew s = dumspeng grismd,
sowsge Bliposal sren and thickly
poopled by oncroachon. I wn 'K
Do, un seshitecs by prodessson soul
siny mmong the nrehiteom of the
savi e waletfoont scheme, who
sk v e cause ol the depleting
npes spaces in Mumbal snd con
douted an extensive stady of Musn-
bod's watet fromts. Soos, e Basdra
West Reddents’  Association
(HWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Menidenns Trust (BERT) P K Dw &
Assacuitcs and Member of Pariis
ment Shabwne Az came logethee
) save 1he Randes seufroot Whst

followed & o clasale seccoss shory of
entlaens’ cavie efforns,

"W fels we mewiled S0 S0 sonte-
thing to protest oue water-fromts,”
says Darryl DY'Monte, presadent of
HWRA and noted envirommental
netivisl “Sa owe got together and
Torges! o partaership.” Das hondled
the urchtectural inputs, Shabana

Az contributed uearky Mo | cnre
froam her MI7s Oonl ared deve log-
ment) fumde and the cesidents took
up the cause as e they all held
dear.

That was perhaps when the mis-
won's ;coea winrs sssred — For the
first tine, different organmations
pitched o topether. The govern:

et o thy shape Of the MHADA
Wl the private civisems’ forumms
worked wn coeoedination G s
e pactwtesge cosdathons Al Vg
stamd and Ussige Mo, 1w wits
of thee renlevelopement effonts o in
plats sighl — pabi troes, umiphothe-
Mues, B chuddeen s perk un art court

Having o devigmed the facade
there was sl the guestion of sl
fenamed That s whcee Hhesh M-
willa of Manco Indwstnes con
trvhutwed bm it Marco Endwsirio
R 00 Fur apust lusoss R 29 Lukh
Somwarchs Ahe beastificstion dree st
plamted nowe thim N spocses 0f

palm treor. That's whaes the same
Pults Promenade @ Cantuy Nosd
Commes v, Anolhes corpwienie U S

Vit o, comd rlates b Ahe e
rennocy of Iaodaaml

The szafiont b graduslly
o anto s busrsag culturul coters
where concerts, yoga and tal-<h ses
shons snd plays are hold. “There's
play every Proday, amd (o January
K15 wr will be argamssng & major
soncert anil & carmival 100,
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Restoration of Mumbai’'s Waterfronts
A Preliminary Survey

P.K. Das Associates Architects
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‘ Wn\'nnm menum mwnmm the promenade s
Bandra Bandwiand contmndy have thel own heroes. stand. Then came the Mhmm&.,ﬂ.imwl&
lhbhomﬁdtmmmulmm.m ww-mwmmmﬂ n Decamber 2000
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Mﬂmrmnmﬂ-m.mm“hg&.m Wnut_gnmoluyl. A -

 group of people stared mking

an orost (s cvic problemas. They
tomd e Bandra Bandstand
flosidents Assockation in 1008
which wan leter convertod 1o &

The vanety of events fekd &t the

poople Imm creRting MmaAsance
hrowing rubtiish as they have
Covelopod o sanse i cwnorshp

the
residents who had aartiorn fougnt o
out in the court and got 1,500
trucks of dobris romoved from the
aroa fcmg the Bandstand Fort
Onon this was Sans the group
| moved ahead 0 Wy and eckaln

ade = row
, and n 1.6 km svotch of

T I Wis 10 praven it from &n-
L paet haose
that hisd come up In the ares
Around the Searock hotel -
The chizens had already con- - — - wickling m.*. The nssocistion and
cotvird of & promenisde, m.v-MumanWnanh&mc
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Road gets a touch of class

Art by the bay

A two-day art fair is being held at Bandra Bandstand this week
Anil Thomas finds out what it's all about

Ly, "he prapdt & unigue hecauss ¢

verything & ananabie 1 ne 10+
oy fon gut Yesbeg and & driy

1 by e eateavour  excal
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BANDRA BANDSTAND
1.2 kms
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CARTER ROAD
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Excellence on the Waterfront

WATERFRONT CENTER
ANNUAL AWARD
HONOR AWARD

“Clearwater Citizens Award”

Bandra Band-stand & Carter Road

Waterfront CDevelEmeent

Bandra West Residents Association
Mumbai, India
for a quality waterfront project selected in a

Juried competition

Nevesber 11, 2012 y '
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THE MOVEMENT CONTINUES....



Chimbai beach to get facelift

Residents’ efforts to save seafront forces a reluctant BMC to take charge

Eayk Utas Manbsaar
Murstiui June 20

BANDRA MAY soon huve anath
or watarfrunt o b peood of, If
sverything warks well, (he little
koown und disappeuring Chim
bai Beach will gm u mnkeover
with festmzes (b peomonndes
nand fish food cuurs

The Olitsuhal beach Is
A one-lm strend De
Twnen Juggess' Paek ad
Bandrs Bandstand

Crodit goes 10 the
zal rmddenta, who have
been fighting 1o save
the homeh fiar fwo yeurs
Impresesd by thelr of
forts, the Brilmnmum
hat  Mumicipal  Corporstion
(BNC) By now taken ver to de
velop the ssafrunt, The RMC
hias sppotates) aredibeet FX Daw
an a conmiitant

Wy will spend s 4 crvew for
mis pudiieqprivade project. We
WIE meet the wruhitiect sod then
i (e pluss with the stabe
holdars sroued] e xrea” sald
Andl Diggfear addtitonal momio

Tham fowsic oves
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Joceds will make Nah deloncie
snkd Dws
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the 006 Seloge “Ihe
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Shiyama Xudharm, chatrman of
the trum

The BNC bad then oxgresend
e umabdlity w conr the detiria
sying FOHs suudd unt reech the
hemch. But Sandru rewbens Vick
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chared 40 trucicloste of debris
from the st A surprisd IMC

lod the plan fas
while the BMC
havn prl:mm: w0
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DADAR-PRABHADEVI BEACH NOURISHMENT
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“THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WAY' FORWARD
- ‘JUHU VISION’



Vision Juhu




JUHU

PART OF K WEST WARD
Area: 3.86 sq.kms
Population

(estimated for 2008):
2,20,000

Density

(estimated for 2008):
56,995 people/sq.km
Reserved open space:

0.27 sq.km (2,70,825 sq.m)
Ratio of open space
(estimated for 2008):

1.23 sq.m/person

L9
w
w
z
L9
]
<
o
<

Juhu Landmarks



Land Dmlopmom History of Juhu
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Vision Plan Highlights - 1

Development of Public Spaces.

Open space ratio comparison
between maijor cities of the world in 2000

>y V5,

e o
4$4$
nk \# “"ﬁ

l76$qm/porwn 396;qm/pe'son 11 iqm/pwmn

Development of Public Space
* Conserving and redeveloping reserved open spaces
* Creating new open spaces for the public

The current reserved open u % ;3 [I

space in Juhu is 2,70,825 sq. m, g
, X — — _
out of which 2,03,119 sq. m is "._ Py 8 AR < e

unavaifable for public use due ro \ = \

misuse, land grab, encroachments, % ¥ N
ctc. We aim to free, protect and rede- \
velop the current reserved open space | \
through citizen activism, government ;
and corporarte support. We also propose |/ ;
to redefine the term Public Space, By 2 5 IRLA ALK
including and nerworking the beach,

=
-

e

Ly, 2

~

)
the neglected mangroves and the |

encroached space along the nala, |

reclaiming  restricted  playgrounds, \
developing edges of large open lands " =
(aerodrome) and footpaths and improv-
ing open spaces near markets and insti-
tutions, bus stops and railway stations,

G VILE PARLE

the portential open space in Juhu would JUHU JURU AERODROME STATION

increase manifold.

ARABIAN SEA

N
-~

[ ensmhareine -"."v:
PROPOSED PG/ RG

SVROAD

*BG - Playing Ground 3
*AG - Resarved Ground A §

Public spaces.



o ] ] Irla Nala Development and Creation of Public Space
Vision Plan Highlights -2 & Greoting creshonl clong (s ecoes

* Addressing flooding issues
Irla Nala Development and
Creation of Public Spaces.

Irla Nala dominates the geography

of Juhu and runs approximately 7.5 o

kms, meeting the Arabian Sea at two STATON
points. The BRIMSTOWAD project by '
the BMC is under way which will create
approximately 20 fece of open space on
cither side of the nala. The authoriries

propose to use this as a carriageway for

service vehicles and maintenance machinery.
Instead, we propose to inseall a self-cleaning

system, develop it as a pedestrian route and
link it with other public spaces in Juhu.
The new porous greenbelt thus created will
measure approximately 10 kms and serve as
a flood plain during monsoons.

Propmad- pedestian pathway clong the Irla Nelo

Irla Nala.
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: Proposed Pedesirion Route near Vidyonidhi Circle Proposed Pedestrion Route behind Mithiboi Callege

Irla Nala.



Proposed Pedestrian Pothwoy behind Mithibai college



Irla Nala Development and Creation of Public Space

« Creating greenbelt along nala's edges
* Addressing flooding issues

S0
_",‘;Q.!m TN S,
ORI AL LY - s 0 50 o

Cutront condition of the nala ond its surroundings

Fig.4. The notural slope of the surfoce droinage is blocked by impermeable
compound wolls, squatters and raised ground lavels

Proposed view of the nolo ofier develooment. Irla Nala.



Diagrammatic representation of the self-cleaning

system for the nala.
\ The rew

Width of the nalla

Potentisl width of the nalls
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Fig.5 Ref. from Hindustan Times article ‘A drain thot cleans itself’
doted April 15, 2008 by Sayli U. Mankikar
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Proposed Pedestrian Pathway behind Mu!l-ub:;- college

Fig.6. Paved surface will allow permeability

Irla Nala.



. . . . Conservation of Juhu Beach and its Connectivity
Vision Plan Highlights -3 « ncude Johu beoch in Mornbaf's reserved spaces
Conservation of Juhu Beach and :m&%w&h wib‘::‘.°:i?;f;‘;’3.f,i';‘;';'{lh"3°"

lts Connectivity.

Juhu Beach is one of the major tourist attractions
of the city. It invites a lot of people who com
for relaxation and recreation from everywhere in
the city. In the Development Plan the beach has not
been considered as a public space, leaving undclear
who is responsible for its maintenance. Also there isa -&
lack of access to the entire stretch of beach because of
which it gets underutilized. ; :

Conservation of Juhu beach is extremely important, o : &Wr"\
as it is a crucial open space in the city. As a result of a - 1
long and hard foughe batte in the courts of law, Jubu
beach taday is free of encroachments from builders, “g‘_
induserialists and even gangsters. Citizen activists, to
save and restore the beach, had filed several public
ineerest litigations and it is our duty now 1o conserve
this streech of public space, The best way to prorect
the entire four km beach is by maximum and equal
utilization of all its entry and exic points,

Currendly, the strerch near Santacruz police station
is the most crowded because of an casier access poin,
This strerch also has the maximum number of facilities
for the people, resulting in high amount of public
acaivity. There are eight access points o Juhu beach
from Juhu Tara Road. They all need o be opened up,
strengthened and arristically designed o encourage
public movement. This would activate the entire
streech of beach and make it a bewter public place. We
also aim to link these accesses 1o the internal public
spaces thus forming a larger network of public spaces.

ARABIAN SEA
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Vision Plan Highlights - 4
Locating the Metro Rail.

Locating the Metro Rail
* Proposing underground melro rail

« Shifting proposed placements of Mefro stofions and integrating them with open spaces

Roads network and one-ways

* Utilizing infernal, low traffic density roods as pedestrion pathways and one-ways

MMRDA has proposed the 5
Charkop — Mankhurd Metro Rail,\\/* il '
which will pass through the Juhu\{ <
region.  Two  clevated  Merro ' X
stations are proposed in Juhu along \\
10th Road and VM Road. the rail \'
further proceeding to Bandra along \
Linking Road. These roads have high '(.‘,
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vehicular density and bustling markers. \
Qur proposal’s objective is to inregrate |
the Metro route and the stations in particulaf

.

with the public space nerwork, thus providing]

casy access and dispersal of the crowd. We|

: (
propose an underground metro rail, as the

popufation density in the arca will steeply rise
in the near future. Also one station should be
situated near Kaifi Azmi Udyan, having
entrances and exits from the green patch along
the nala and the other behind the busy marker
complex near the aerodrome land.

Roads network and one-ways

By proposing one-way streets through
extensive traffic studies, we propose to generate
dedicated pedestrian paths o include walking
and cycling in the transporration nerwork.
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Vision Plan Highlights - 5

Integration of Social Amenities

and Institutions.

Integration of Social Amenities and Institutions
* Infegrating them with the public space network

With 40 schools, colleges,
hospitals and hotels within ies
3.86 sq. km, Juhu probably has
the highest number of mstitutions
compared to any other region in
Mumbai. Our aim s to connect all the
scattered institutions with the public '\
spaces network. Thus students and other
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Vision Plan Highlights - 6 sl niesi e s e

Improvement of amenities in slum
and conservation of Goathans.

We propose to integrate the slums' Z°
with the redevelopment plan by %
enhancing infrastructure and social '\
amenities within the sfums and connecting \'
these arcas with the public space nerwork. \ 3
The proposed green patch near Nehru Nagar
and Shivaji Nagar will give these slums safer |

access to public amenities.

High desiry straet in Nehru f\-lc_)gor
Gaothans

The three gaothans in Juhu {Moragaon,
Taragaon and Juhu Gaothan) are a vital part
of the area’s history and its important to protect
their characreristic development. We propose to
improve social amenities within the gaothans
and guard its built environment by including
it in the redevelopment plans for the area

ARABIAN SEA
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5 Slumgmgnd Gaothans .

e
A typical street in a Gaothan dotted with groftos
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Double open space: add almost 3 Oval maidans
Create 10 km tree-lined, Mlood-free walkway along Irla nala

Inter-connect open spaces with mstitutions & amenities

ARABIAN EEA

Re-align & integrate Metro rail network with public spaces
Protect beach, improve aceess, enhance facilities
Provide civie amenities for gaothans, re-develop shums
Form a model for neighbourhood planning,
participation & governance

Vision Juhu
Expanding public space

Namala Rahem Vidyamdia Instnue tor Architecture = PR Das & Assocuites, Archiects = Mumbai Waterlronis Centre
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RE-VISIONING CITIES
- APEOPLE’ S PLAN FOR MUMBAI
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MUMBAIS OPEN SPACES MAP

INDEX

Nos. AREA-SQKM %

MUMBAI BOUNDARY

WARD BOUNDARY , ,
RAILWAY STATIONS & PROPERTY
AIRPORTS, DEFENCE, PORTS
MAJOR ROADS & HIGHWAYS

GARDENS [G] & PARKS [P]

PLAYGROUNDS [P.G]

RECREATION GROUNDS [R.G) |

ENCROACHED OPEN SPACE |on G, P.G.R.G,NDZ,
Mangroves, Mudflats |

FISH DRYING YARDS

LAKES, PONDS & TANKS n

CREEKS, RIVERS AND NALAS

WET LANDS [Includes salt pans |

MANGROVES

BEACHES 10

PROMENADES 6

HILLS , FORESTS & NATIONAL PARK |

N.D.Z [excluding hills, mangroves wetlands |

TOTAL AREA

Balance land area for development of

Housing (S categories as per D),

Industrial(6 categories as per DP),

Commercial (2 categories as per DP),

Amenities (34 categories as per DP),

Services (15 categories as per DP) - (A) less (B)=

G

w274 (M)

941 194%
14557 301%
30.0 621%
341 0.7%
m 0.78%
7.8 162%
10.10 209%
0.16 oo_”g
7.06 146%
13.14 272%
8.01 1.66%
6294 13.0%
1.44 029%
0.12 0.02%
536 1L1%
00 18M%
25731 (B) 54.4%

22544 SQKM 45.5%
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